THE TURK AS RULER
in it. All through the troubles of 1908-9,* it
showed extraordinary and unexpected modera-
tion, It held itself well in hand on occasions
when more than one European army would have
ravished and looted, and the marvellous mobilisa-
tion of the " Army of Salonika " was hardly more
admirable than the severe discipline maintained
within the city by revolted regiments under non-
commissioned officers.
In view of such successes, a little occasional
elation on the part of the " Army of the Con-
stitution" is surely pardonable. It was com-
plained at the time of KiamiFs downfall, not
without reason, that the President of the
Chamber, Ahmed Riza, would have shown
better taste and firmer control had he ruled
out of order one or two fanfaronades which
military deputies permitted themselves, but the
Turkish Parliament is young, and when it has
outgrown its youth, it will receive such heroics
more coldly.
As so many of the Turk's shortcomings as
ruler arise out of his deeply implanted reverence
for sundry anachronisms in the Koran, it has
been thought desirable to devote a chapter to the
relations between religion and politics, one of the
greatest difficulties which will confront the new
rulers. On the one side we have the Reaction-
69